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"The constituents of the CEO and top corporate executives of all 

companies have always been very clear and typically include 

shareholders, employees, and the communities they serve. 

However, many executive teams have under-invested in their 

communities, not fully understanding or embracing their potential 

impact. Today, it is more important for corporate executives to be 

effective civic leaders. The role of leadership continually rebalances 

investment required among constituents; thus, the approaches to 

lead successfully also evolve. 

What the Heck explains the foundation of today's leadership in 

sim pie terms that all executives and corporate leaders, and aspiring 

leaders, can understand. Gary embraces and enlightens us with a 

pragmatic approach that challenges traditional thinking and reties 

business leadership to social responsibility. No longer can 

contemporary organizations ignore societal challenges. If executives 

did what Gary describes, they could begin addressing the societal 

problems chat complicate their goals and business objectives. 

Gary's contemporary leadership approaches are a must-read for 

today's C-Suite executives!" 

Michael Jones 

Vice Chairman 

Ranpak Holdings 

"It is a pleasure to recommend Dr. Gary DePaul's new book, 

What the Heck is Leadership and Why should I Care? Gary's 

informal writing style and ability to utilize storytelling and 

humor, make for an easy read and offers useful tips for anyone 

seeking to learn grow and develop as a Leader." 

Michael J. La Vallee 

Managing Partner 

Jobplex, Inc., a DHR International Company 





"While I don't quite share Gary's passion for cats, I certainly share 

his passion for leadership! Through a whimsical writing style, 

memorable stories and the latest research and insights, Gary brings 

to life the otherness of leadership-believing, connecting and 

collaborating with others, putting others first, giving others control 

and power, and encouraging others to change and develop. 

Business leaders would do well to read and apply any number of 

the many nuggets found in this gem of a book." 

Andy Fiol 

Executive Vice President 

Consumer & Small Business Banking, Fulton Bank 

Former Executive at Capital One and Bank of America 


